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3. Warronty
The bus lndustry differs from the quto-

motive industry becouse it does not hove

o single ol l-encompossing worronty

plon. The chossis, coqch, olternotor,

reqr qir conditioner, vldeo ond tires oll

hove seporote wqrronties. The deoier

should be qble to hondle or direct you
tn ranr r tahla l^^dl  aan;^6 nr^r;d6re A/ ' l -

ditionolly, eoch wqrrontyvories ln length
a n r l  m i l a a a a  R a  c r r r o  l n  n a l  a  n l a t c i l a r l

explonotion of eoch worronty.

4. Presentation
Todoy, more qnd more churches ore

sensitive to presenting the best possibie

imoge to their community. Bus monufoc-

turers olfer o wide ronge of products. Fit,

finish ond qmenities speok volumes.

Seoting ronges from vinyl to leother wlth

fobrics offered in six levels. "Side slid-

ers" (on option thot ollows the oisle seot

to move 2 inches toword the center) cre-

ote odditionoi hip ond shoulder room.

Footrests ond overheod storoge ore fre-
a r  r o n l l r z  r o a r  r o q l o r ]  T  n n  t r n r r q  h n n L  n r

mogozine storoge ond beveroge hold-

ers ore beginning to be offered os well.
Recr luggoge comportments qnd under

floor storogre comportments ore becom-

ing populcr options. Ministries ore con-

cerned obout possenger comfort. New

odvonces in ride improvement ore q

regulor port of ministryvehicles regord-

less of size.

5. Sofety
Fifteen-passenger vons ore unsofe. In-

suronce componies ond legislotors ore
i m n l a m o n t i r a  t a a r r i r o m a n i c  l n  n h n c a

them out over the next severol yeors. Fif-

teen-possenger buses ore the sqfe ol-
ternqtive. Buses qre built to sofely corry
possengers to their destinotions. They

ore designed with q lower 'center of
a r m r i l r r r r  t n  r a d r r n a  + h a  n n c c i h i l i + . '  n {

rollover. Duol reor wheels odd comfort,
sofety ond security io the bus. Buses ore
much eosier to enter ond move through,
n lnrrr f i rst ston nrnh rOilS Ond Wide
oisles odd to the troveler's convenience.

i. Experience
Tronsportation Committee members who
h m r a  a v n a r i a n c a  i n  t h a  i n d r r < l r r r  a r a  l h a

most likeiy to onticipote issues. This ex-
perience con ronge from Meiro Trqnsit,
Automotivefruck sq]es to federol, stote
or locol purchosing experience. Purchos-
ing o bus is frequently o lengrthy process.
Interview severol bus deolers to deter-
mine which hove q heort ond mind for
ministry tronsportotion. Ask for, qnd

check wlth, references. look for q deqler
who osks questions like: \tr/hcrt ministrles
(children, youth, seniors or others) wlll be
using the vehicle, will its mqin function be
locol tronsportotion or long-distonce
trovel, whot is the drlver complement like,
is o wheelchoir Ift needed?

11" Firrr:nces
Church tronsporiotion is o lorge copitol

expenditure. Regording this, things to

consider when buyrng o bus ore: Will it

be fincnced locolly or hondled through o

mojor compony? Does the deoler hove

resources to ossist in finding finoncing?
T ) a n r o c i n t i n n  i q  a n  i c c r r o  T ) n a c  t h a

deqler hqve q formol woy of estimoting

vehicle volues over t ime? Does the

deoler offer o woy to try the vehicle for o
period of time wthout purchosing?
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Ask lots of questions; compony represen-
totives know their products. Test them.

7. Vehicle l-ife
Averoge ministryvehicle life is eight to l0
yeors. Mnistryvehicles ore reputed to be

the leost serviced vehicles in the notion.
Mointoining on ongoing commitment to
regulor sofety ond service checks is crif
icol to the mechonicol longevlty cmd over-
oll volue of the vehicle. Where will the
vehicle be porked? An oversize goroge,
born or shed con improve oppeqronce
ond trqde-in vqlue in yeors to come. \tr/ho
wiJl be responsible for servicing the vehi-
cle? Tire condition ond regulor mointe-
nonce go hond-in-hond with the
dependobility ond sofety of the vehicle.

13" Fnpun':r Sians
Over the lost fewyeors, two sizes hove
dommcrted the ministry tronsportcrtion
morket. The 15 crnd 26 possenger size
buses hqve been the leqders occounting
for 60 percent of soles. Dunng the lost
three yeors, churches hove increosingly
chosen 30+ possenger vehicles. Diesel
engrines occount for less thot 5 percent of
totol sales. Buses thcrt corry 16 possen-
gers (15 possenger + driver) require o
Commerciql Driver's License (CDL). In

Colifornio ond Pennsylvonio, this require-
ment begins with I i-possenger vehicles.

S. Investmeni
Whot con you expect to invesl in pur-
chosing "new" ministry tronsportotion?
Prices ronge from $40,000 for o bosic l5-
possenger bus up to $400,000 for o 50+
possenger deluxe touring cooch. From
o procticol stondpoint, o quolity 45-pos-
senger  bus  in  lhe  9125,000 ronge is
ovoiloble. Include in the estimoted costs:
insurqnce, fuel,  mqintenonce, repoir,
storoge, ond driver troining.

trL). What Is New
Insuronce componies ore willing to
shore costs wlth customers who instoll
Driver Cqmeros. Instolling q Globol Po-
sit ion Locotor mqkes trocking the
progress of your vehicle eosy ond im-
proves overoll sofety. 61,1r;

This article is courtesy of Carpenter Bus
Salel Inc., www. carpenterbus. com.
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